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Mineral and Landfill Site Monitoring 2009/10

SHOTTON OPENCAST COAL SITE

Site Address: Shotton OCCS Grid Reference: NZ 225780
Blagdon
Northumberland

Operator: H J Banks Mining Limited

Contact: Kevin Banks (Site Manager)

Introduction

The Shotton Opencast Coal Site is located between Cramlington and
Stannington and covers an area of 342 hectares. The site is bounded by the
Al and Shotton village in the west, Blagdon Lane to the south, the A1068
(Fisher Lane) and east coast railway line to the east and the wooded valley of
the River Blyth to the north.

The site is to extract 3.4 million tonnes of high quality coal by opencast and
auger mining methods as well as 2 million tonnes of brickshale and 750,000
tonnes of fireclay. Mineral extraction is due for completion within 7 years and
4 months of commencement of development, with full restoration being
completed within 8 years.

Method of Working

The site is to be worked by opencast methods through five phases of
operation. Initial soil stripping commenced in May 2008 with the access road
and main compound areas being developed first. The coal extracted from the
site shall be processed on site by blending various seams to make a suitable
product for use primarily at the Alcan Power Station.

Restoration

The site shall be restored to a mixture of agriculture, species rich grassland,
lakes and watercourses, woodland, parkland and parkland trees.

Planning History

Planning permission (04/00244/CCMEIA) for the site was granted on appeal
by the Secretary of State on 28 November 2007 and is subject to 90 planning
conditions.
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Site Report

Date of Visit:

Attendees:

Type of Visit:
Planning Permission:
Time on site:
Time off site:

Weather Conditions:

28 July 2009

Richard Willis - Northumberland County Council

Laura Kettle - Northumberland County Council (Work
placement student)

Kevin Banks - HJ Banks, Site Manager

Announced

04/00244/CCMEIA

09:30

11:40

Cloudy with a strong westerly breeze. Temperature
17°c. Dry ground conditions.

This site inspection was undertaken to check the development and progress
of the site and to monitor compliance with the relevant planning conditions at

the time of inspection.
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Blagdon lane access and site compound

No changes were recorded in this area since the previous inspection on the
22 June 2009. KB confirmed that the fencing on the low bund at the western
limits of the car park is yet to be constructed.

The site access at Blagdon Lane was in a clean and tidy condition with no
mud or other debris present.

All screening bunds in and around the compound area have a reasonable
sward of grass and no problems were noted.

HGV access onto A1068 Fisher Lane

The access for lorries leaving the site was also found to be in a clean and tidy
condition with no mud or debris present.

The vehicle movement log for May, June and July 2009 was made available
by KB on request. The highest number of movements in a day during the
period was 138 on 9 July 2009. KB also highlighted that no movement or sale
of fireclay has commenced. Following examination of the log it can be
concluded that the operator is working within the limit of 150 vehicle
movements per days as permitted by condition 13 of the planning permission.

As with all previous inspections the internal tarmac road leading from the
weighbridge to the site access was also noted to be clean and tidy.

The construction of the electricity sub-station building adjacent to the Fisher
Lane access has progressed since the previous site inspection.

Electricity substation building adjacent to the Fisher Lane access.

NORThUMBERIANG

Nerthuwbser lond Comm!

Minerals and Waste Site Monitoring 3
Report Reference - SHOT09/10-03



Coal process area and storage area

The levels of stock in the storage area were noted to be high because it
continues that coal production at the site progresses well.

Several coal screens and a number of 4 wheeled loading shovels were
operating in the area. While the area was being observed the static dust
suppression system was activated. It was noted that the prevailing wind
carried the water spray over the whole processing and storage area, giving
satisfactory dust suppression.

Coal processing and storage area, viewed from the east.

suppression
| systemin 2
operation. X

Soil stripping

Subsoil stripping was in progress at the northern limit of the site by a 360
excavator and tri-axle dump truck. The area was already stripped of topsoil
and subsoil was being stripped to the correct depth (900mm). All resultant
subsoil was being tipped off in storage on the landform in the north eastern
limit of the site. Once tipping has been completed the soil storage mound is
to be shaped up and seeded to the approved grass seed mixture. KB
advised that the current soil stripping operations are expected to be
concluded in a month, providing good weather conditions prevail.

The soil being stripped was noted to be relatively dry and friable as required
by the planning permission.

There is still however an undisturbed vegetated area to the east of the main
haul road, though it is expected that stripping in this area shall not proceed for
a further month, until the breeding bird season has finished.
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360 excavator carrying out subsoil stripping
in the north east limit of the site

Eastern operational void

A RH200 excavator was operational in the southern limit of the eastern void,
carrying out overburden reduction on the Northumberland Low Main seam. A
coaling team was also extracting coal from the Northumberland Low Main
seam, which in the area was noted to be approximately 2 metres thick.

RH200 carrying out overburden reduction
above the Northumberland Low Main seam
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